Health and Safety

Product Data Sheet

BUILDING PLASTERS

Products: Undercoat Grades

Final Coat Grades
One Coat Grades

  Carlite Browning

Thistle Multi Finish
Thistle Universal One Coat  


  Carlite Bonding Coat

Use:

Gypsum building plasters are used to provide a smooth, level internal surface to walls and ceilings.

Typical composition:

The principal constituents of the undercoat and one coat grades are calcium sulphate hemihydrate, expanded perlite and/or exfoliated vermiculite.. with a small amount of retarder. Natural constituents include clay, limestone and small amounts of anhydrite and quartz. Carlite Browning contains small amounts of lime. Thistle Universal One Coat contains limestone and a water retention agent.

The principal constituent of the final coat grades is calcium hemhydrate, with a small amount of lime and retarder. Natural constituents include clay, limestone, and small amount of anhydrite and quartz. Note: Small amounts of material relate to quantities up to 5% w/w.     

Physical and chemical properties:


Physical state
Particulate


Appearance
Pink pink grey or white powder


Alkalinity
pH of wet plaster mix 9-13 depending on grade

Storage

Storage in adverse weather or humidity conditions will significantly shorten the storage life.

Bags should be stores clear of the ground and protected by a waterproof store. Transmission of water from bearers or pallets should be prevented by the cardboard sheet provided with each pallet. Before stacking further pallets on top, protection of the bags in the lower pallet should be provided using plastic hood or cardboard. Any opened bag should be protected from wind, dampness and disturbance.

The storage life of plasters is two to six months depending on the grade. Consignments should therefore be used in strict rotation.

Disposal   

At a tip designated for building products or an authorised land-fill site. Spillages should be collected by vacuum or by brush and shovel as appropriate. In dealing with dry spillages, care should be taken not to raise excessive dust.

Keep out of reach of children.

Health hazards, precautions and first aid.

When plaster powder comes into contact with water or body fluids, e.g. sweat, tears, an alkaline solution is produced. This can cause irritation, or even chemical burns in severe situations, without pain being felt at the time.

Eye contact 

Health hazard – Plaster powder or admixtures with water can cause irritation, inflammation and/or burns.

Precautions – Ensure adequate ventilation when working with powder plaster or when sanding set plaster. Goggles should be worn in situations where there is a risk of powder or plaster mix entering the eye.

First Aid – In the event of eye contact wash the eyes immediately with plenty of clean water. Seek medical attention without delay.

Skin Contact

Health hazard – May cause irritation.

Precautions – Ensure adequate ventilation when working with powder plaster or when sanding wet plaster.

Suitable clothing should be worn to avoid skin contact with powder or plaster mix. The use of gloves and protective footwear  is recommended. If powder or plaster mix enters gloves or footwear they should be removed immediately and washed out thoroughly. If permeable clothing becomes heavily contaminated, it should be removed and washed before further use.

First Aid – Wash the effected area thoroughly with soap and water. If skin irritation persists, seek medical advice.

Inhalation 

Health hazard – May cause irritation.

Precautions – Ensure adequate ventilation when working with powder plaster or when sanding set plaster. If dust levels cannot be controlled by ventilation, suitable dust masks should be worn.

First aid – If irritation occurs, move to fresh air.

Ingestion

Health hazard – The swallowing of small amounts of powder or plaster mix is unlikely to cause any significant reaction.

Precautions – Avoid ingestion by taking normal hygiene precautions.

First Aid – Do not induce vomiting. Wash out mouth and give patient plenty of water to drink.

Exposure limits  

Occupational Exposure Standards(OES) for gypsum and plaster dust.

Total inhalable dust = 10 mg/m3 8 hour time weighted average. Respirable dust = 5 mg/m3 8 hour time weighted average.

The current Health and Safety Executive Guidance Note EH40 identifies Occupational

Exposure Standards for other constituents. This note is revised and re-printed annually.

Fire and Explosion hazards: None.

